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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, March 31, 1999.

Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker of the House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER:
In accordance with Rule X, clause 2(d)(2), of the Rules of the

House of Representatives, I respectfully submit the oversight plans
of each committee together with recommendations to ensure the
most effective coordination of such plans and otherwise achieve the
objectives of the House Rules.

DAN BURTON, Chairman.
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Mr. BURTON, from the Committee on Government Reform
submitted the following

REPORT

OVERSIGHT IN THE 106TH CONGRESS

RECOMMENDATIONS

OF THE

COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT REFORM

(Pursuant to Rule X, clause 2(d)(2), the Committee on Government
Reform presents to the House the oversight plans submitted by each
standing committee, along with the committee’s recommendations
for ensuring the most effective coordination of such plans.)

Congressional oversight, as envisioned by the Leadership of the
House, is ultimately about the public interest, the liberty of citi-
zens, and the effective use of taxpayers’ dollars. The ability, and
duty, of popularly-elected representatives to oversee the executive
branch is a fundamental component of the system of checks and
balances established by the founding fathers. The Rules of the
House of Representatives ensure Congress’ responsibility to the
public in this regard. Pursuant to House Rule X, clause 2(b)(1),
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each standing committee shall review and study on a continuing
basis—

(A) the application, administration, execution, and effec-
tiveness of laws and programs addressing subjects within
its jurisdiction;

(B) the organization and operation of Federal agencies
and entities having responsibilities for the administration
and execution of laws and programs addressing subjects
within its jurisdiction;

(C) any conditions or circumstances that may indicate
the necessity or desirability of enacting new or additional
legislation addressing subjects within its jurisdiction
(whether or not a bill or resolution has been introduced
with respect thereto); and

(D) future research and forecasting on subjects within its
jurisdiction.

Congressional oversight in the 106th Congress should focus on
three fundamental efforts: (1) Review the implementation by the ex-
ecutive branch of recent policy changes enacted by Congress to as-
sess their effectiveness. Congress enacted significant reform legisla-
tion in the 105th Congress. These reforms include balancing the
budget, restructuring the Internal Revenue Service, improving pub-
lic education in our classrooms, and providing tax relief to small
businesses, the self-employed, and families with children. Other re-
form efforts include healthcare reforms, anticrime legislation that
is helping to significantly lower crime rates, protecting our children
from pornography on the internet, strengthening our military, and
cracking down on deadbeat parents.

Many of these reforms have already resulted in major cost sav-
ings, improvements in the efficiency of the Federal Government,
and improvements to the health, safety, and welfare of American
citizens. But they will need continued monitoring and oversight by
the Congress to ensure their success as effective legislative
changes. In their oversight plans for the 106th Congress, House
committees recognize the importance of their responsibility to over-
see the implementation of recent legislative reforms. The Govern-
ment Reform Committee recommends that House commit-
tees fully utilize the auditing and oversight services of the
General Accounting Office, the Congressional Research
Service, and agency Inspectors General to augment their ef-
forts to oversee implementation of these critical legislative
reforms.

(2) Review existing government programs in order to inform the
public and build a compelling case for further change and reform.
While the legislative successes of the 105th Congress are laudable,
many other opportunities for streamlining, improving efficiency,
and reducing costs to the American taxpayer exist. The House com-
mittee oversight plans reveal priority areas for additional pro-
grammatic and agency reform efforts in the 106th Congress, includ-
ing: public education system reform; Social Security trust fund sol-
vency; fundamental tax code reform; and reforms to assure mini-
mal year 2000 computer conversion problems. Most committees rec-
ognize the importance of the Government Performance and Results
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Act as a tool for building the case for reform. The use of this impor-
tant tool is affirmed in most committee oversight plans, but is most
evident as it filters into the daily work of committees, particularly
in hearings and legislative decisionmaking. The Government Re-
form Committee recommends that each House committee
continue using agency strategic plans and performance
plans mandated by the Results Act as a basis for conducting
oversight of agencies and programs in its jurisdiction, and
for holding government more accountable for the activities
and services it delivers.

(3) Review government programs to root out waste, fraud and
abuse, thereby maximizing accountability in the Federal Govern-
ment to the public. The merits of Federal programs and activities
are, of course, subject to intense debate—particularly in times of
keen competition for limited Federal resources. However, the im-
portance of efficient, effective, and honest management is not a de-
batable issue, and is perhaps even more important in an era of
budget surpluses. Fraud, waste, abuse, and mismanagement serve
no legitimate constituency or political interest. They cheat both the
taxpayers and the intended beneficiaries of the programs and ac-
tivities they affect. They also undermine the confidence of the
American people in the capacity and will of the Federal Govern-
ment to perform its functions effectively. The Government Re-
form Committee recommends that House committees rigor-
ously conduct oversight of the problems identified in (1) the
General Accounting Office’s ‘‘High Risk List’’ of Federal pro-
grams at risk for serious fraud, waste, and abuse; (2) the
General Accounting Office’s January 1999 report entitled,
‘‘Major Management Challenges and Program Risks’’ [GAO/
OCG–99–8]; and, (3) agency Inspector General semi-annual
and annual reports to Congress. These documents are an
important source of serious problems currently festering in
the Federal Government that need immediate attention by
Congress.
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